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Charlie Prowell built a treehouse in
an oak in Sebastopol. The house
includes a lift built with pulleys and
counterweights.

Rustic
look fosters
imagination

By MEG MCCONAHEY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Not everyone is a licensed con-
tractor or can afford to hire one
to build a pristine little hide-
away for the kids. i

Sebastopol woodworker
Charles Prowell suggests parents
contemplating a backyard hide-
away project stick to basics and
go for the rustic, desert-isle look
— the kind of no-frills place that
fosters elaborate flights of imagi-
native adventure.

That was what Prowell was
shooting for when he designed
and built a leafy hangout for his
neighbors’ son, Robin. It quickly
became a gathering spot for kids
from all over the neighborhood,
including Prowell’s own son,
then only 6.

Prowell counsels parents not
to go overboard.

“Kids don’t want a super clean
tract home type playhouse, or a
dollhouse on stilts. They want
something Tom Sawyer-ish,” he
advises.

“There’s a tendency in tree-
houses and forts for the dads to
take over and it ends up being
By MEG McCONAHEY more for them and less done
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Four years ago, the mother of three ]
decided to act out her fantasy and build TURN TO TREEHOUSE, PAGE D3
the playhouse she had always wanted.
She roughed out a drawing on paper

The McBride family built a backyard hideaway fashioned like a mountain cabin. Ululani McBride and her 3-year-old daughter, Makaila, stand on
the front steps of the one-room hut underneath a fruitless mulberry.

A Victorian-style hideway built in Anita Rackerby’s backyard has low-voltage electricity and
- TURN TO HIDEAWAY, PAGE D2 a loft. The hideaway is decorated with discounted items found in stores and at flea markets.
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TREEHOUSE: Salvaged wood perfect for back yard

CONTINUED FROM D1

Six to 8 feet is a good safe height. BOOK SHELF
B Materials can easily be found Reference and how-to books for building backyard hideaways:

through salvage places, such as W “Backyard Play Areas You Can Make: Complete Plans and Instructions for
?ﬁcggteﬁwrﬁat tlrl{e Cgu;tgand- Building Playhouses, Forts, and Swing Sets.” Paul Gerhards, $18.95.

ill, echam Road, Petaluma. - g Ly ;
(Btoalk 18 dowsi oW whils the ;anli)elaglggs% I%us Can Build: Indoor & Backyard Designs.” By David R. and
county builds a bigger facility. o L . _ .
Pickings should be better when B “Tree Houses You Can Actually Build.” By David R. and Jeanie Stiles, $18.
it’s completed in about six M “Treehouses” (The House That Jack Built Series). David Pearson, Editor,
months). Building sites are also a $16.95.
wealth of salvage material. Of W “Treehouses: The Art and Craft of Living Out on a Limb." By Peter Nelson,
course, ask the job foreman be- David Larkin (Editor), Paul Rocheleau (Photographer). $19.95.

fore taking anything. But often
they’re happy to have you haul it
away. Places like Home Depot,
Yardbirds and Friedman Broth-
ers also will stock anything you

(Local bookstores usually can special order any book. These books also are
available through Amazon.com and were highly rated.)

need.

B Elevate the house with posts  Jury when not supervised. (See ple table and benches can be
to avoid lagging into the tree. Lag- Prowell’s Web site for details.) made to fold down from the wall
ging can damage the tree. And as W Battery lights make the easi- B For communication, forget
the tree grows, it may structural-  est and most cost-effective artifi- the cell phones. Two tin cans col
ly weaken the treehouse. cial illumination. Make sure you nected with a 3/s-inch rubber

® Be careful not to damage the buy rechargeables. hose can keep kids in the tree-
tree root system when setting a B Conserve inside space by house in communication with

making simple modular style fur- mom in the kitchen, or pals on

structure with postholes. To
> niture, hinged to the walls. A sim- the deck.

avoid this problem use pier
blocks.

B Rolled bamboo fencing is an
excellent and affordable material
for a thatched roof effect. This
can be stapled over the roof
rafters with a layer of builder’s
plastic under it for protection
from rain, and finished with a sec-
ond layer of bamboo for a
thatched appearance inside and
out. For a more weather-proof
roof, start with a half-inch CDX-
grade plywood over the rafters,
followed by a layer of 15-pound
felt and finally, the bamboo on
top of that.

@ Half walls usually 42 inches
high (either solid or railed) with
supports between the half wall
and roof rafters, allow for an
open structure that eliminates
the condensation that results
from closed, uninsulated walls.
When the walls are open, it be-
comes more a part of the tree
than if it were closed off with
walls. These open walls can be
shaded with bamboo shades.

B For accessories, a bucket on
a pulley is indispensable for haul-
ing up important provisions like
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wichs and other necessaries. A
folding ladder with a pulley that
pulls up the ladder as the child
climbs prevents small children
from climbing up and risking in-




